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Because You Swam...

Last year's Woking Rotary Swimathon raised more than £18,000 for local
good causes.

Every sponsored length completed in the pool, every pound donated by friends and
family, every team organised, every volunteer recruited and every supporter who
helped spread the word played a part in making that happen.

Earlier in the year, representatives of the beneficiary organisations gathered at
Hoebridge Golf Centre to receive donations made possible by the Swimathon and to
share how that support will be used within our community.

What emerged was a powerful reminder that fundraising is rarely about grand
gestures. More often, it is about providing the practical support that allows vital
organisations to continue making a difference every day.

Caring for Local Families

"The donation will support our staff training programme, helping equip our teams with the skills
and confidence needed to care for even more people across our community."

— Tammy Stracey, Deputy CEO & Clinical Director
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For Woking & Sam Beare Hospice, the donation will help support staff training and
professional development.

Providing compassionate palliative and end-of-life care requires highly skilled and
well-supported teams. The Swimathon contribution will help equip staff and
managers with the knowledge, confidence and expertise needed to care for patients
and families across our area.

Behind every act of care is a team of dedicated people. Your fundraising is helping
ensure they have the support they need to continue their remarkable work.

Ready When Every Second Counts

"Our current priority is replacing ageing defibrillators and batteries. Support from the Swimathon
will help ensure this lifesaving equipment remains ready when needed.”

— Sue McKeown, Woking Community First Responders

Woking Community First Responders explained that much of their current focus is
on maintaining and replacing vital lifesaving equipment.

Defibrillators work tirelessly in the background until the moment they are needed.
Keeping that equipment operational, up to date and ready for use is an ongoing
challenge and expense.

Rotary Club of Woking Benevolent Fund
is a registered charity No. 200585
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The support generated through the Swimathon will help ensure local responders
remain equipped to provide emergency assistance when it matters most.

Delivering Lifesaving Supplies

"The donation will help us maintain and improve the volunteer fleet that delivers urgent blood,
blood products and medical equipment to hospitals across Surrey and London."

— Kim Brewin, Training Officer, SERV Surrey & London

Many people are unaware that urgent blood, blood products and specialist medical
equipment are transported overnight between hospitals by volunteers.

SERYV Surrey & London provides this essential service across Surrey and London,
supporting hospitals, neonatal units and the Kent, Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance.
Their volunteers give their time freely and use a combination of charity-owned
vehicles and their own transport to keep these vital deliveries moving.

The Swimathon donation will help support the upkeep and renewal of the charity's
vehicle fleet, ensuring that this critical service remains visible, operational and ready
to respond whenever it is needed.

Rotary Club of Woking Benevolent Fund
is a registered charity No. 200585
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Opening Doors for Young People
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"This contribution will help meet our minibus running costs, enabling pupils to continue taking part
in swimming, horse riding, gymnastics, library visits and many other community activities."

— Emma Forrest, Assistant Head, Meath School

Meath School will use its donation to help meet the running costs of the minibuses
that enable pupils to take part in activities throughout the local community.

Swimming, horse riding, gymnastics, library visits and educational trips all help
enrich students' lives and broaden their experiences beyond the classroom.

The donation helps keep those opportunities accessible and ensures pupils can
continue to enjoy the many activities that form such an important part of their
education and development.

Rotary Club of Woking Benevolent Fund
is a registered charity No. 200585
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Supporting Safe Participation
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"The donation will help us maintain essential safety equipment and replace worn-out kit, ensuring
our sessions remain safe, inclusive and enjoyable for all our members."

— Sam, Woking Snorkel & Scuba

Woking Snorkel and Scuba will use its donation to maintain and replace essential
safety equipment.

For community sports organisations, equipment is more than simply a cost; it is
what allows people of all ages and abilities to participate safely and confidently.

The Swimathon contribution will help ensure that members can continue enjoying
activities in a safe, welcoming and inclusive environment.

Rotary Club of Woking Benevolent Fund
is a registered charity No. 200585
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A Community Effort

The beneficiaries of the 2025 Swimathon may be very different organisations, but
they share one thing in common: each provides a service that enriches, protects or
supports people across our local community.

Whether helping a family through one of life's most difficult moments, responding
to a medical emergency, transporting lifesaving supplies, enabling young people to
experience new opportunities or creating safe environments for people to enjoy sport
and recreation, these organisations make a difference every day.

None of this would be possible without the hundreds of swimmers, team
organisers, parents, teachers, volunteers and sponsors who support the Swimathon
each year.

We would also like to recognise the extraordinary commitment of Trident Honda,
whose sponsorship has helped underpin the event since its very beginning nineteen
years ago. Richard Roberts and his team have supported generation after generation
of swimmers, helping ensure that more of the money raised reaches the causes that
need it most.

Together, you have helped transform a few hours in the pool into practical support
that is already making a difference across our community.

Thank you.

Soon we'll be sharing details of the 2026 Woking Rotary Swimathon and how you
can once again be part of this remarkable community effort.

Terry Smith

Swimathon Team,

Woking Rotary Club
terry.smith@rotarywoking.co.uk
Tel: 01483 762832

Rotary Club of Woking Benevolent Fund
is a registered charity No. 200585
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